BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO. : B-2183
AREA: Cathedral Hill MAGI NO.: 0421835311

Address: 12 East Pleasant Street
Current Name: Houston-Marshall Law Building

Block: 581 Lot: 2 Lot size: 23 ft. x 71 ft.
Height: 2 Materials: Formstone over brick
Condition: Good Owner: Charles J. Josey et al
Use: Commercial Accessible: ves, restricted
Designation: Liber/Folio: RHB 3400/567

Historic Name:

Date: ca. 1810; facade ca. 1950
Architect/Builder:

Style (if appropriate):

Descripti£n1: The original three-bay facade of the early 19th century rowhouse
is covered in formstone. The entrance remains in the west bay with a flight of
side-access marble steps and a fine original cast iron railing. The windows are
modern, with single lights above a ventilation panel at the bottom of the sash.

A window air conditioner protrudes from the first floor east bay window. The door is
modern glass and steel. The two original gabled dormers with 6/6 windows are still
visible on the roof. BAn early 20th century photograph showing the facade before

the formstone application reveals a flemish bond wall with splayed stone lintels and
a stone arch above a fine fanlighted doorway.

Significance:
Area: architecture Level: local

The formstone facade conceals the exterior of the only remaining rowhouse
of the early 19th century on Pleasant Street. This block was lined with elegant
residences until the 1930's when demolition on the south side of the street for the
Telephone Building began a thirty-year period of decline and alteration, leaving
only this building standing in its original form.

Sources: Peale Museum photo; land records
Surveyor and Date: Janet DaViS; March 1985
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12 East Pleasant Street B-2183
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey
Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

Date: August 1984

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
South elevation
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[C] Distriet 3Building |0 Publie Public Acquisition: £ Occupied Yes:
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[ Edueational [ Milirary [0 Religious Taw Offices
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(Check One)
[C] Excellent [ Good X Fair [} Deteriorated [C] Ruins [J ‘Unexposed
(éhc:k One) (Check One)

K] Altered (] Uncltered ] Moved .X Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

This semi-detached brick building is two stories, three

bays with a low pitched gable roof that has two wooden dormer
windows with angular pediments on it and is located in the
center of Pleasant Street. The front of the building has had a
gray channeled stone facade added to it. It has a rectangular
plate glass door located to the left. The three steps are
parallel to the building., The stoop is supported by a thim

decorative stone column. All the windows are rectangular

33§

plate glass with a sill and keystone lintel that have utilized

o
ot

SNOITLONA¥LSNI

the same facade material. The building is shorter than adjace

buildings,
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B-2183

Houston-Marshall Law Building
12 E. Pleasant Street

Block 0581 Lot 002

Baltimore City

Balt!more East Quad
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